
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Corby Spirit of Tradition  >  SPIRIT OF JOYRIDE 

Price £29,500 UK & EU VAT paid 

Location Lymington, Hampshire - UK 

 

Year 1991 / Refit 2020-2022 

LOA 39’6” / 12.05m 

LWL 29’6” / 9m 

Beam 11’8” / 3.55m 

Draft 7’7” / 2.3m 

Displacement 1,950kg / 4,299lb 

Hull Material Wood, Epoxy & Carbon 

Engine 1 x Lombardini, 20hp 

Builder Corby/Symon Wood & Sons 

Designer John Corby 

Accommodation Racing Layout 

SCAN TO VIEW 
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BROKER’S COMMENTS 
 
This really is something different; re-creation, recycling, or just a great idea are thoughts that spun 
around in my head when I first saw this yacht. Based upon a light displacement yacht that started life 
as JOYRIDE and was built by John Corby, this yacht has been seriously refitted and is ready to go for 
the next owner. 
 
Originally, the yacht was built to go under a spare Ultra 30 rig; the hull has now been modified to go 
under a new rig and is beautifully recrafted to fit in with the most glamorous of the classic world, 
albeit with a sting in her tail. 
 
http://www.corby-yachts.com/joyride.html 
 
Twin rudders, bulb keel, large bowsprit, and light displacement give her a superb turn of speed; 
planing, easily managed, fast, and fun are her real USP. A brilliant local regatta yacht, evening racing, 
Round the Island, etc., she will just fill the yacht with smiles. 
 
An interesting USP of the yacht is that she could be entered into the Spirit of Tradition class at classic 
events due to her incorporation of several milestones in the history of yacht design: a bulb keel 
(1881), twin rudders (1903), skimming dish hull (1890s), and wood construction. She would certainly 
be one of the first of her kind! 
 
SPIRIT OF JOYRIDE is a wonderful recreation of an already superb and fun yacht and offers all the 
hallmarks for an entry into the Spirit of Tradition classic events all over the world. She is an essentially 
new yacht and stored under cover, ready for the next owner to enjoy her to her full potential. 
 
Unfortunately, she will not be used by the current owner due to relocation to the southern 
hemisphere, so proposals are very welcome to be discussed. Very competitively priced for a quick and 
simple sale. 
 
Explore more photos here: https://www.berthoninternational.com/yacht-sales-brokerage/yachts-for-
sale/corby-spirit-of-tradition-spirit-of-joyride/  
Sales Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0x9svmLrAY  
 

OWNER’S COMMENTS 
 
The concept/vision behind producing a Spirit of Tradition yacht incorporates many features 
considered modern by many but actually first appearing over 100 years ago. 
 
From his drawing board some 30 years ago, JOYRIDE was successful designer John Corby’s first yacht - 
a ULDB. Handcrafted in wood, she was built in Cowes, home for over a century of some of the world’s 
leading boat builders. Built then and now restored/reconfigured as a Spirit of Tradition yacht, in a 
time-honored way to combine performance with beauty. 
 
Indeed, from her curved clipper bow, past her deeply varnished sleek contoured Edwardian coach roof 
to her diagonally grained varnished transom, SPIRIT OF JOYRIDE is an exemplar of a bygone era. 
 
Seeing SPIRIT OF JOYRIDE for the first time, as she emerged from her 2-year, 1400-hour refit program, 
a knowledgeable yachtsman was heard to remark - 'If Riva built sailing yachts - this is what one should 
look like.' 
SPIRIT OF JOYRIDE truly reflects the ethos of ‘tradition’ by handing down the heritage and ingenuity of 
yacht designers of the past. 

http://www.corby-yachts.com/joyride.html
https://www.berthoninternational.com/yacht-sales-brokerage/yachts-for-sale/corby-spirit-of-tradition-spirit-of-joyride/
https://www.berthoninternational.com/yacht-sales-brokerage/yachts-for-sale/corby-spirit-of-tradition-spirit-of-joyride/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0x9svmLrAY
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Her skimming dish hull owes much to designers such as Charles Sibbick of Cowes, famous for his raters 
from the 1890s. 
 
Bulb and strut keel first conceived by ex-US Civil War Colonel Israel Garrard in 1881 and granted a 
patent in 1885. Twin rudders, first seen on GH Duggans Thorella II in the 1903 Seawanhaka Cup 
between the US & Canada (the oldest yachting trophy originating in the United States still in active 
competition). 
 
Clipper bow - in 1875, used in the design of JULLANAR to make use of the measurement of L (length) 
under the rule of the time to gain more boat for rating. Many of these innovative features 
disappeared from yacht design as a result of overzealous penalizing by rule makers & handicappers or 
guardians as they increasingly saw themselves, mistakenly believing their role was to protect the 
‘existing fleet.’ 
 
Radical innovation could not be part of the equation - multiple rudders (called movable appendages) 
were among the first to go, along with wide beam, light displacement, and just about anything else 
that deviated from the accepted and now traditional norm, either banned outright or taxed out of 
profitable use by rating - radical innovation was stifled. 
 
Now over a hundred years later, the ideas pioneered by designers such as Sibbick, Soper, Linton Hope, 
GL Watson, and Nat Herreshoff reign supreme. They may be mistakenly considered ‘modern’ by those 
unaware of yachting history, but they were all thought of a long time ago. 
 
As Confucius said, 'To divine the future - first you must know the past.' 
 

CONSTRUCTION 
 
RCD Status: Our understanding is that the yacht is exempt from the essential safety requirements of 
the Recreational Craft Directive as she was built and placed into use within the EU prior to 1998. 
 
Hull, Deck & Superstructure Construction: 

• Wood, epoxy & carbon. 
 
Keel & Rudder: 

• Strut keel with lead bulb. 

• Rudders by JP3 Marine (new). 

• Custom made tiller with wood effect coating. 
 

MACHINERY 
 
Engine & Gearboxes: 

• 1 x Lombardini diesel, 20hp (new & unused). 

• Sail drive. 
 
Propulsion & Steering: 

• Darglow Flexifold 2 blade propeller (new). 
 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 
 

• 2 x 12vDC voltage system. 

• Battery charged from engine. 
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PLUMBING SYSTEMS 
 

• Race set up. 

• Manual bilge pumps. 
 

TANKAGE 
 
Fuel: 

• Diesel fuel. 
 

NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT 
 

• B&G analogue, unused. 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 
Summary of Accommodation: 

• Minimal, basic arrangement for racing events and regattas. 

• Racing galley. 
 

DECK EQUIPMENT 
 
Rig: 

• Anodised aluminium mast and boom by Z Spar (only used for 1 week). 

• Standard rigging (only used for 1 week). 

• Fixed carbon bowsprit. 

• Retractable carbon bowsprit. 
 
Winches:  

• 4 x Harken self-tailing winches. 
 
Sails:  

• New sail number issued by RYA – GBR500X. 

• Sail wardrobe, all either new or hardly used. 

• Mainsail (used one week). 

• Code zero (new) with torsional stay. 

• No. 1 genoa (new). 

• 2 x Saturn headsails (one new). 

• No. 3 (almost new). 

• Several “ASSY” spis (most hardly used). 

• 3 x ex joyride (one or two used, maybe one week). 

• 1 x BNP (J109). 

• 3 x (ex J105). 

• 1 x daisy staysail windseeker (hardly used). 

• Tuff luff (new). 
 
Anchoring & Mooring Equipment: 

• Kedge anchor. 
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