
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Discovery 55/040  >  SHEKINA 

Price £580,000 + UK VAT / Nor. VAT paid 

Location Lymington, Hampshire - UK 

 

Year 2012 

LOA 55’9” / 17m  

LWL 44’9” / 13.64m 

Beam 15’8” / 4.78m 

Draft 7’3” / 2.23m 

Displacement 22,500kg / 49,500lb 

Hull Material GRP 

Engine 1 x Yanmar 4LHA-HTP, 160hp 

Builder Discovery Yachts Ltd. 

Designer Ron Holland 

Accommodation 6 berths in 3 cabins 

SCAN TO VIEW 
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BROKER’S COMMENTS 
 
Discovery 55 #040, SHEKINA, is still in her original ownership. She has a fantastic specification for 
bluewater, and her owners have enjoyed cruising with her in the Caribbean and Mediterranean, as 
well as in their lovely home waters of Norway. 
 
The Discovery 55 is the benchmark for bluewater cruising in this size range and is specifically set up for 
two-handed sailing. With an easy-to-handle Solent rig featuring a furling main, genoa, and self-tacking 
staysail - along with all controls led to the cockpit, a proper raised deck saloon, and interior 
watchkeeping capabilities - she provides a perfect platform for shipboard life. 
 
SHEKINA has been fully refitted before coming to the market. Work has included a complete review of 
the rig with new standing rigging, brand-new saloon windows, a bottom blast with fresh Coppercoat 
application, and numerous other service items to ensure she is in tip-top condition. 
 
Explore more photos here: https://www.berthoninternational.com/yacht-for-sale-specs/discovery-55-
shekina.pdf 
Sales Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjpUWRzhOUY  
 

OWNER’S COMMENTS 
 
We saw an article in Yachting World by Toby Hodges testing "the perfect bluewater cruiser." At the 
time, we had a 1995 Hallberg-Rassy 46. As she was close to fifteen years old - it was 2009 - we wanted 
to upgrade. During a cruise in the Shetlands, we saw the Discovery 55 FESTINA LENTE, and after 
extensive research, we decided to sell our Hallberg-Rassy and sign a new build contract with 
Discovery's sales director, Mark Waterhouse, for what became SHEKINA. 
 
Getting the specification right on a new yacht is key. For us, two crucial extras were the Reckmann 
furlers for effortless control of the headsails, and the ability to run the central heating in the deck 
saloon off the main engine’s heat exchanger when under power. 
 
After taking delivery of SHEKINA in 2012, we sailed her home to Norway up the Irish Sea, through the 
Caledonian Canal, and across the North Sea, followed by extensive coastal cruising in western Norway. 
The next season, we sailed to Shetland, the Orkneys, and the Hebrides on our way south to the 
Canaries for the ARC 2013. After crossing the Atlantic and making landfall in St. Lucia, we visited 
virtually all the Caribbean islands. 
 
In 2014, we crossed back to Europe, visiting the Azores before heading to Gibraltar. We kept SHEKINA 
in the Mediterranean for a couple of years, cruising the Balearics and sailing from Alcaidesa up to 
Valencia on the Spanish mainland. In 2016, we crossed the Atlantic with the ARC once more, explored 
the ABC islands, and kept SHEKINA in Bonaire until 2017 before returning to St. Lucia and Martinique. 
 
In May 2018, she was delivered to Alicante, giving us more wonderful sailing around the Balearics until 
COVID arrived. SHEKINA finally sailed home to Norway at the beginning of 2021 and has been kept in 
Tau since - a convenient location close to our home. 
 
Apart from the ARC crossings, we have always sailed SHEKINA single- or double-handed. She is a 
dream to sail, whether in calm seas, rough weather, rain, or sunshine. SHEKINA has always been our 
safe haven. 
 
We love SHEKINA because she is so easy to handle and makes us feel secure at all times. We are 
selling her simply because this chapter of our lives is complete - and it has been amazing. Tonje and I 

https://www.berthoninternational.com/yacht-for-sale-specs/discovery-55-shekina.pdf
https://www.berthoninternational.com/yacht-for-sale-specs/discovery-55-shekina.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjpUWRzhOUY
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now want to spend more time with our grandchildren and my elderly mother (95). It isn't fair to leave 
SHEKINA in her berth for long periods; she belongs on the ocean as a true bluewater cruising yacht. 
 
Prior to putting her on the market, we had her rig fully checked, the standing rigging replaced, new 
deck saloon windows fitted, and a fresh coat of Coppercoat applied. All of her systems have been 
thoroughly serviced. We want SHEKINA’s new owners to have as much joy aboard her as we have. 
 

CONSTRUCTION 
 
RCD Status: The yacht conforms with the essential safety requirements of Directive 94/25EC or RCDII 
(2013/53/EU as appropriate (Recreational Craft Directive) and is categorised A – “Ocean”. 
 
Hull & Superstructure Construction: 

• Composite construction with end grain balsa core providing strength, thermal insulation, and 
acoustic insulation.  

• Layer of Kevlar adding to the hull strength. 

• Vinylester resins are used throughout the hull for added strength and osmosis prevention. 

• A Kevlar layer forward further enhances the impact strength of the hull. 

• Non pigmented gel is used below the waterline to help prevent osmosis. 

• 2 layers of epoxy from new as a barrier against moisture ingress. 

• Hull Moulding in blue with red and white boot top lines and gold cavita line. 

• Underwater areas stripped back and Coppercoat applied (2026). 

• Full polish of hull and superstructure (2026). 
 
Deck Construction: 

• Teak decks & capping rail. 

• Composite construction with balsa core providing strength, thermal and acoustic insulation. 

• All load-bearing areas have marine-ply core and backing plates for added strength. 

• Joined to the hull with bonding paste and stainless bolts for strength. 

• All bulkheads are laminated with epoxy paste into the deck for strength and stiffness. 

• Black window mullions. 

• Deck saloon windows all replaced (2026). 
 
Keel & Rudder: 

• 9,500kg (20,500lb) shaped lead keel and a depth of 2.23m (7’3”) provides a ballast ratio of 
42% providing maximum stability and comfort. 

• Semi balanced large Kevlar reinforced rudder. 

• 1060mm leather covered stainless wheel controlling a Lewmar Mamba, solid rod steering 
system, providing direct & positive steering - no weak areas as with wire or chain. 

• A light and positive helm feel provided by semi-balanced and substantially specified rudder, to 
give control in all weather conditions. 

 

MACHINERY 
 
Engine & Gearboxes: 

• 1 x Yanmar 4LHA-HTP 160hp diesel engine fresh water cooled, and water separated exhaust 
for quiet running. 

• ZF 2.68:1 reduction gearbox. 

• Walk-in engine room. 

• Single stainless morse lever engine control at cockpit pedestal. 
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• Racor Twin Fuel Filter with alarm. Easy fast change and monitoring of fuel quality and 
moisture alarm. 

 
Maintenance & Performance: 

• Engine hours – approx. 2800 as of March 2026. 

• Engine last serviced – 2025 by owner. 

• Cruising speed – approx. 8 knots @ 2200rpm. 

• Maximum speed – approx. 9 knots @ 2800rpm. 

• Fuel consumption at cruising speed – approx. 12 litres per hour. 

• Range @ cruising speed – approx. 900nm. 
 
Propulsion & Steering: 

• Single steering pedestal with raised curved seat for good forward visibility and comfort. 

• 24” Gori 3-blade folding propeller providing overdrive option - for fuel efficiency under power 
or sail. 

• Maxpower bow thruster - 125 composite; runs off domestic batteries. 

• Shaft rope cutter. 

• Whitlock Mamba steering system. 

• Stainless steel 48" wheel with beige leather covering. 

• Autopilot 24V Lewmar mamba drive connects to solid rod steering. 

• Emergency steering tiller. 
 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 
 
Voltage Systems: 

• 12vDC/24vDC domestic system with 220v/110AC ring main from generator or shorepower. 

• Marine grade tinned cabling is used throughout. This reduces corrosion and provides longevity 
of all electrical systems. 

• 230V ring with sockets throughout. 

• 12V socket fitted to navigation desk with discrete stowage for mobile phone charging. 

• 12V socket on pedestal and at mast (useful for spot light).  

• Well laid out master equipment panel, DC panel, and AC panel. 
 
Battery Banks: 

• 700Ah battery pack. 

• Additional battery charger and Isolation transformer for worldwide cruising. 
 
Battery Chargers: 

• Battery charging via shore power, or on board 7kW generator. 

• 230V/50Hz 3kw Victron Quattro 24V battery charger and inverter. 
 
Alternators: 

• 60 Amp 12V alternator for charging the start engine start battery. 

• 110 Amp 24V alternator for charging the main domestic batteries. 

• Generator has its own 12V alternator for starter batteries. 
 
Generator: 

• 1 x 7 kVA Onan Generator. Additional insulation around the generator - sides and lid. 

• Generator hours – approx. 850 as of March 2026. 

• Generator last serviced – 2025 by owner. 
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Shore Power: 

• 230V shore power to 32Amp. 

• 32 Amp shore power cable with female socket, extension included. 

• 16 Amp shore power cable adapter. 
 
Other Electrical: 

• Isolation transformer to provide high level electrical safety on board and galvanic protection 
for all electrical items anywhere in the world. 

• Cables installed for later installation of solar/wind charging. One on cab top and one in port 
lazarette Wiring to batteries for later install of regulator. 
 

PLUMBING SYSTEMS 
 

Fresh Water & Water Heating System: 

• Pressurised hot and cold fresh water for sinks, showers, and hot tub. 

• Electric flush Toilets – (ability to switch to saltwater). 

• 50 litre insulated calorifier with immersion heater. 

• Pressurised sea water for deck wash, electric flush toilets, and hot tub. 

• Sink manual backup foot pump and fridge water extraction. 

 
Watermaker: 

• Seafresh H206A Water Maker, 102 litres/hr. 

• Fully serviced in 2026. 
 
Bilge Pumps: 

• Sail locker, lazarettes lockers and main bilge automatic and manual pumps. 

• Manual hand bilge in cockpit. 
 

TANKAGE 
 
Fuel: 

• Total capacity of 1,334 litres in 3 x tanks with independent selection and fuel exchange. 

 

Fresh Water: 

• Total capacity of 1,008 litres in 2 x polyethylene tanks. 

 

Grey/Blackwater Holding Tanks: 

• Total capacity of 120 litre in 2 x polyethylene blackwater holding tanks. 
 
Gas: 

• Gas locker to take 2 x 6kg propane tanks. 
 

NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT 
 
Above Deck: 

• Raymarine i70 electronics. 

• i70 log. 

• i70 wind system (vane). 

• i70 depth. 

• i70 pilot control display fitted at pedestal. 
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• Raymarine SPX30 core pack. 

• Raymarine E90W (European) & integral radar display on helmsman's pedestal. 

• 4kw HD 18" Raymarine digital radar inc. brackets and cabling. 

• Raymarine Raystar 125 GPS antenna. 

• Furuno GP33 Fixed GPS with antenna on stern rail. 
 
Below Deck: 

• Raymarine Smart Pilot controller - handheld wireless remote autopilot. 

• Raymarine E140W & integral radar display at nav. station. 

• Raymarine AIS 650 (output also to PC). 

• i70 MFD mounted in aft cabin portside in low level cupboard. 

• Platinium + charts covering Norway to Canaries. 

• Raymarine plotter (viewable on aft cabin TV). 
 
Communication & Weather: 

• Icom505 VHF with second station at pedestal, fitted with loud hailer on mast. 

• Furuno Navtex. 

• KVH Fleet track phone FB250, fax phone and data - Broadband. Fixed data point at chart table. 
KVH fixed data point in aft cabin. 

• SSB Icom 802 fully installed including backstay isolators, grounding plates etc. 
 
Computer Equipment: 

• Wi-Fi antenna fitted to the transom - fixed data point at chart table for backup. 
 

DOMESTIC EQUIPMENT 
 
Galley: 

• GN Espace gimbaled, stainless steel gas cooker: 4 burners, grill, oven, harbour lock, stainless 
steel protection bar. 

• Stainless-steel self-contained fridge (Veco). 

• Stainless-steel self-contained freezer (Veco). 

• Both fridge and freezer are custom-designed, front opening, 24V and have superb insulation. 

• Refrigeration fully serviced in 2026. 

• Bosch washer/dryer. 

• Zanussi dishwasher. 

• Seagull water filter. 

• Sea-water keel cooled heat exchangers that significantly reduce fridge/freezer power use. 

• Electric solenoid gas safety shut-off valve and emergency bypass. 

• Cooker extractor fan/lights built into joinery. 

• Discovery waste chute design and waste bin. 

• Foot-operated fresh water pump. 
 
Heads/Showers: 

• Pressurised hot and cold water. 

• Electric sump pump for shower and sink in both heads. 

• Seat in both showers, enclosed in separate area to keep heads dry. 

• 2 x Tecma soft close electric (salt and fresh) toilet. 

• Fresh water douches in both heads compartments (2019). 

• Hot / cold freshwater shower on aft deck. 

• Hot tub plumbing on deck. 
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Heating & Ventilation: 

• Eberspächer hydronic 10, 24V heater system – fully serviced in 2026. 

• Full Tropical Climma Air Conditioning – fully serviced in 2026. 

• Air conditioning and heater control for saloon mounted on front of nav. table. 

• White fans in each cabin. 

• 3 x Low profile dorades providing ventilation. 

• Quiet electric engine room extraction fans. 
 
Entertainment: 

• Hertz 165XL speakers in Saloon (mounted in foot locker at day berth). 

• Alpine SPS-600 cockpit speakers recessed adjacent to helm position. 

• Kenwood KIV-700 tuner/cd player. iPod cable in chart table. 

• Flat screen TV to Saloon on mast bulkhead, including TV antenna. 

• 32" TV in aft cabin vanity unit. 

• Kenwood KIV 700 installed in aft cabin including Hertz 165XL component speakers mounted in 
headlining, amplifier mounted near stereo, iPod lead accessible. 

• Antenna mast for KVH Broadband. 
 
Interior Lighting: 

• Lamps fitted to saloon and aft cabin. 

• Chrome bendy lights fitted at chart table and saloon seating. 

• LED Point CLL overhead lights with dimmers - switches non latching dimmable type. 

• Nav. desk night light in headlining (red light) over chart table. 

• LED reading lights throughout.  

• Automatic wardrobe lights. 
 
Exterior Lighting: 

• 2 x Waterproof down lighters in transom. 

• Single boom light. 

• Lopolight LED navigation lights (Tricolour, anchor, steaming, port, starboard & stern lights). 

• 24V deck flood light, illuminating aft gate area fitted to antenna mast. 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 
Summary of Accommodation: 

• 6 berths in 3 cabins. 

• Upholstery in CB Oyster leather.  

• Saloon curtains and cabin roman blinds in Turnberry Hemp standard. 

• Interior Joinery in Light Oak Crown cut. 

• Oak and Ebony 100mm flooring throughout. 

• Companionway steps revarnished (2026). 

• Lee cloths throughout. 

• All doors be quarter sawn banded with ebony inlay and crown cut centres. 

• 2 x Robe hooks fitted to all doors. 

• Beautiful Ken Freivokh designed interior with curved interior saloon seating 6-8 and 'passage 
safe' access forward.  

• Double forward and master cabins and twin bunk pullman cabin, excellent for storage, crew, 
or children.  

• Forward and Aft heads and showers - all electric. 

• All saloon windows are tinted toughened glass; and 2 of the forward windows are opening. 
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• Retaining catches on floor hatches throughout - essential ocean safety feature yet fast access 
to underfloor storage. 

• Concealed mosquito screens/blackout blinds built into hatches. 

• Wet locker built into convenient saloon hanging locker. 

• Full length mirror recessed into aft cabin door. 

• Modern Oceanair Skysol custom fit blinds throughout saloon, narrow Venetian blinds in 
cabins, galley. 

 
Internal Layout: 

 

 
 
Description of layout from forwards: 

 

Forward Guest Cabin: 

• Double mattress in two parts. 

• Central lee cloth. 

• Air-Only dorade vent. 

• Wardrobe, shelves and drawers. Undershelf cupboards. 

• Opening overhead hatch recessed shade / mosquito sky screen and two portlights. 

 

Forward Heads: 

• GRP moulded units for easy cleaning. 

• Corian surfaces. 

• Hanging rail. 

• Heads cupboard doors are full mirror. 

• Soap dispenser and shower rack fitted. 

• Electric heated towel rails. 

• Heater outlet. 
 

Pullman Cabin: 

• 2 x Generous berths. 

• Lee cloths. 

• Wardrobe, drawers and shelves. 

• 2 x Overhead hatches recessed shade / mosquito sky screen and portlight. 

 

Saloon: 

• Raised seating providing panoramic vision. 

• Saloon table in oak with compass rose marquetry. Centre of saloon table has insert so that it is 
flush when folded up, item covered in baize to prevent it from damaging the table top. 
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• Stowage area. 

• 4 x Saloon head linings with ventilation grills in oak. 

• Concealed Sky screens (shade/Mosquito) to both saloon coach roof hatches. 

• Tall locker with hanging rail. 

• Safe fitted behind saloon seating. 

• Clock and Barometer fitted to saloon bulkhead. 

• 1 x Roller blind fitted at day berth. 

• Reduced width mullions to enhance the view. 

• 2 x Opening overhead hatches. 

• 2 x Opening windows forward to port and starboard.  
 

Navigation Area: 

• Forward facing raised navigation area to starboard providing panoramic vision with a large, 

curved seat for maximum comfort. 

• Navigation desk with flat top pod arrangement. 

• Red night lights. 

 

Galley: 

• Light, well ventilated, and practically designed, the galley is a pleasure to use, whether at sea 
or anchor. 

• Inboard double sink for ease of draining. Additional recessed sink for securely stacking drying 
crockery. 

• Corian work surface. 

• Wine rack under galley floor. 

• Removable pegs with a number of holes in the cupboard above the Corian sink and aft 
cupboard. 

• Wet locker with basket drawers. 

• 4 x 'Hot rods' located to left of cooker. Set back from edge, rods running athwartships, 50mm 
apart. 

• Bookshelf above fridge (oak with stainless legs). 

• Spice rack in aft outboard high-level cupboard in Perspex. 

• Outboard galley shelf with fiddle rail. 

• Extra Corian inserts for sink area 

• 3 x Roller blinds fitted to outboard port lights. 
 

Owner’s Stateroom: 

• King-size mattress in two parts. 

• 3 x Lee cloths (side and centreline). 

• 2 x Wardrobes plus drawers and cupboards. 

• 1 x Vanity desk. Vanity cupboard door incorporates TV. 

• Additional wardrobe in aft cabin in lieu of seat.  

• Wardrobes to have additional shelves and locker fitted. 

• Wooden bookshelves with stainless steel legs. 

• Full length mirror on heads door - cabin side. 

• Safe fitted under berth. 

• 1 x Opening hatch, recess shade / mosquito sky screen replaced 3 x opening portlights & 3 x 
fixed portlights. 

• 2 x Air-only dorades. 

• Low level mood lighting. 
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En-suite Heads: 

• Heads cupboard doors are full mirror. 

• Soap dispenser and shower rack fitted. 

• Electric Heated towel rails. 

• Heater outlet. 
 

COCKPIT 
 

• Deep centre cockpit for safety and comfort. 

• Deep sculptured seats for maximum comfort and safety. 

• Substantial table with drinks holder, stainless steel handles, and central foot rail. 

• Original hot tub (saltwater and fresh) version – a perfect way to relax. 

• Vertical, sliding acrylic washboard for main companionway hatch - spring supported. 

• Large drains to remove water quickly with steel grating to stop smaller items being lost. 

• Teak grating in aft cockpit. 

 

DECK EQUIPMENT 
 
Rig: 

• Discovery sail plan A with Solent jib, reaching Genoa and in mast furling leach batten mainsail. 

• Electric in-mast furling main which enables reefing at any point of sailing.  

• Twin headsails (Solent Jib), perfect versatility for world cruising routes. 

• Self-tacking jib. 

• Selden white painted aluminium mast and boom serviced and cleaned (2026). 

• New standing rigging (2026). 

• Swept back spreaders, so no requirement for running back stays or check stays. 

• Traveller track for mainsheet. 

• Traveller track for self-tacking jib. 

• Turning blocks. 

• Emergency handle for in mast reefing. 

• Air Draft: 77’1” / 23.52m. 

• Lewmar blocks. 

• 4 x Spinlock Clutches. 

• Spinnaker halyard (halyard, splicing, swivel snap shackle, cranked top bracket on mast, turning 
block and Spinlock jammer). 

• Boom preventer. 

• Topping lift led to cockpit. 
 
Winches:  

• All Winches by Lewmar. 

• Electric mainsheet winch (54ST).  

• Additional electric mainsheet winch on starboard side (54ST) inc. turning block. 

• 2 x 68 electric self-tailing primary winches. 

• 2 x 54 self-tailing secondary winches. 

• 2 x 48 mast mounted manual, two speed self-tailing winches. 
 
Sails:  

• Hood Vektron mainsail – vertically battened. 

• Hood Vektron jib. 

• Vektron genoa. 
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• Hoods furling spinnaker. 

• Jib and genoa fully serviced in 2026. 
 
General: 

• Boarding gates and stanchions standard 

• Side ladder and mounts standard 

• Stainless outboard bracket. 

• Electric davits. 

• Pulpit with teak seats for dolphin watching. 

• Stern rail with teak seats for wake watching. 

• Sampson post located next to windlass. 

• Large sail locker (deck accessed), gas strut and automatic bilge pump and alarms. 

• Two large watertight lazarette lockers on rear deck fitted with automatic bilge pumps with 
alarms at helm pedestal. 

• Deep locker on side deck. 

• Second locker for gas. 

• Transom locker for snorkelling equipment. 

• Sturdy bathing ladder on transom or can be moved to mid-beam positions in marinas. 

• 2 x Locking winch handles & bilge pump handle. 

• Ensign staff. 

• Lockable deck locker catches, built in shelf to Stbd. Lazarette. 

• Composite passerelle socket mounted to step 30mm dia. 

• Fold down side access ladders at each side opening in the guard wires.  
 
Anchoring & Mooring Equipment: 

• Lewmar V5 vertical windlass with override kit. Pedestal control for windlass Lewmar AA560 
chain counter 

• Capstan Anchor windlass. 

• 1 x Spade S200 anchor with chain swivel.  

• 100m Anchor chain. 

• Kedge Anchor - rec. Fortress FX 55. 

• 10m Chain + 50m Octoplait nylon for Kedge Anchor. 

• Substantial twin rollers. Anchor chain stop. 

• Deep partitioned locker allows chain to stack neatly, chain and locker anchor jet wash. 

• 8 x Standard mooring cleats set into the bulwarks with anti-chafe rails as appropriate. 
Additional stainless mooring cleats (2 x bow, 2 x stern). 

 
Covers, Canvas & Cushions: 

• Sprayhood in Acrylic Beige. Spray hood with zip out window and snood to aid folding down. 
Cleaned and serviced in 2026. 

• Bimini Top in Acrylic Beige. Bimini has side enclosures including side sun screens in white 
mesh. Cleaned and serviced 2026. 

• Cockpit table cover in Acrylic Beige. 

• Covers for all 7 x winches in Acrylic Beige. 

• Covers for 8 x hatches with elastic surround cord in Acrylic Beige. 

• Fender Skirt. 

• Dinghy Cover. 

• Cockpit cushions in blue with blue piping.  

• Pushpit rail cushions in blue . 

• Pushpit Seat Cushions.  
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Tender & Outboard: 

• Ribeye 310 Tender with 15Hp Yamaha. 

• S150 Cooney Davits. 
 

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
 

• 8 Man Ocean Safety liferaft. 

• Grab handles run along deck saloon roof. 

• 3 x U-bolts are fitted in cockpit for safety harness attachments. 

• Strong webbing jackstays for safety. 

• Emergency tiller. 

• EPIRB. 

• 2 x Horseshoe life rings. 

• 1 x Inflatable danbuoy. 

• 2 x Echomax Radar Reflector. 
 
Fire-Fighting Equipment: 

• 2 x Automatic fire extinguisher system in engine room. 

• 5 x 2kg solid state fire extinguishers fitted in rooms and 1 x additional in cockpit. 

• Fire blanket in galley. 
 
 
 



 

 

 


